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The state-owned China National Pharmaceutical Group
(Sinopharm) and the Beijing Institute of Biological Products
(BIBP) jointly developed the Sinopharm vaccine.
The Sinopharm vaccine was developed using the traditional
method, by means of an inactivated virus. In an inactivated
vaccine, the virus - in this case the coronavirus, which
causes COVID-19 - is killed or modified in such a way that
it is unable to replicate. It cannot cause disease and is,
therefore, suitable for those with a compromised immune
system. Although inactivated, this vaccine can still trigger
a strong immune response. As an inactivated virus vaccine,
it works by using killed viral particles to expose the body’s
immune system to the virus, but without risking a serious
disease response. The body responds by generating
antibodies, helping the immune system to fight infection
by a live coronavirus.

The World Health Organization (WHO) recommends the use
of BIBP vaccine as 2 doses (0.5 ml) given intramuscularly.
The recommended schedule is two doses (0.5 ml) with an
interval of 3-4 weeks between doses.
No information is available on the interchangeability of
doses of this vaccine with other COVID-19 vaccines at this
time. It is currently recommended that the same product
should be used for both doses. Recommendations may be
updated as further information becomes available.
There should be a minimum interval of 14 days between
administration of this vaccine and any other vaccine against
other conditions. This recommendation may be amended.

The following groups of persons may get the Sinopharm COVID-19 vaccine:

• Persons aged 18 years and above in who the
Sinopharm COVID-19 vaccine is not contraindicated
should receive the vaccine.
• The World Health Organisation (WHO) recommends
the vaccine for use in persons aged 65 years and
older.
• Persons living with HIV who are part of a group
recommended for vaccination may be vaccinated.
Discussion with a healthcare provider should take
place before vaccination.

• Persons with autoimmune conditions who are
part of a group recommended for vaccination may
be vaccinated. Discussion with a healthcare
provider should take place before vaccination.
• Vaccination may be offered regardless of a
person’s history of symptomatic or asymptomatic
COVID-19. Thus, persons with PCR-confirmed
COVID-19 infection in the preceding 6 months may
delay vaccination until near the end of this period.

• Immunocompromised persons who are part of
a group recommended for vaccination may be
vaccinated. Discussion with a healthcare provider
should take place before vaccination.
The following groups of persons should not get the Sinopharm COVID-19 vaccine:

• Persons below 18 years of age
• Persons who are pregnant
• Persons who have had a severe allergic reaction
(anaphylaxis) or an immediate allergic reaction
(even if it was not severe) to any component of
the vaccine

• Persons who have had a severe allergic reaction
(anaphylaxis) or an immediate allergic reaction
(even if it was not severe) after getting the first
dose of the vaccine. An immediate allergic reaction
means a reaction within 4 hours of getting
vaccinated, including symptoms such as hives,
swelling, or wheezing (respiratory distress).

Persons with acute PCR-confirmed COVID-19, including those with PCR-confirmed COVID-19 infection
between doses, should not be vaccinated until after they have recovered from acute illness and the criteria for
discontinuation of isolation have been met.

